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ICOH 2015-2018 TRIENNIUM 

MIDTERM SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE REPORT

MIDTERM  REPORT
Covering June 2015-November 2016
Note:  We are using an identical format for the SC Midterm and Final Reports.  Each covers a specified timeframe.  The SC Midterm Report covers June 2015-November 2016. Please return it no later than November 1, 2016  to:  

Vice President Marilyn Fingerhut mfingerhut@cdc.gov and 

Secretary General Sergio Iavicoli   s.iavicoli@inail.it

The SC Midterm Report will be maintained in your Scientific Committee “Reports and Events” on the ICOH Scientific Committee Virtual Office at http://www.icohweb.org/site/member-corner-scientific-committees-virtual-office.asp  .   

________________________________________________________________________________ 
Submitted by Scientific Committee: Occupational Health in Small Scale enterprises and Informal Sector (SCOHSSEIS)
Date: 31st October 2016
Chair:
Paula Naumanen                  
 Appointed Year 
2012
Email: naumanenpaula@gmail.com
Secretary:
Mahinda Seneviratne
Appointed Year
2015
Email: Mahinda.Seneviratne@safework.nsw.gov.au
SC Website URL:  www.ttl.fi/partner/icoh/small_enterprises/pages/default.aspx
Other SC Means of Communications: Emails from Chair and Secretary
Focus and aim of Scientific Committee:

The purpose of SCOHSSEIS is to provide a forum for ICOH members and associated experts where they can network and meet to promote ideas, share knowledge and experiences, and work together to build capability among stakeholders focused on micro- and small-scale enterprises, entrepreneurs, their employees and informal sector workers world-wide.

PART I – ACTIVITIES: Business meetings, Conferences, Seminars and Workshops

        Midterm Report: June 2015-November 2016 (report due November 31, 2016)
Please note collaborations with other SCs, WHO, ILO and NGOs. 

1) Business meeting:

Venue:

Seoul, South Korea
Date: 
1st June 2015
Number of attendees: 
Eleven (11)
Date report sent to Vice President Marilyn Fingerhut (Please use Business Report form in SC Virtual Office at http://www.icohweb.org):  

2nd July 2015
Conferences, Seminars, Workshops, Courses, etc during the Triennium 2015-2018: (please fill in the tables)

	(1) Name of the event:
	Understanding Small Enterprises (USE 2015)

	Type of event (please check):
	Conference
	Seminar
	Workshop
	Course
	Other

	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Date:


	21 – 23 October 2015

	Venue:


	Groningen, NETHERLANDS

	Organizers:


	Groningen University, NETHERLANDS.
SCOHSSEIS Executive Committee member Prof Peter Hasle was a key organiser. 



	Co-organizers and Collaborators: Please identify and describe roles.


	SCOHSSEIS was a co-sponsor of the conference.

The USE 2015 conference covered small enterprises, their social and economic environment and the conditions which promote occupational safety and health. It was intended mainly for decision makers, institutions and researchers in the field of occupational risk prevention.


	Number of 

participants:
	TBC

	Publication or provision of CD/DVD proceedings:
	TBC

	Book of abstracts:
	TBC

	Book of selected proceedings:
	TBC

	Special issue of peer

 reviewed journals:
	TBC

	Assessment of success:


	The conference included a section on occupational safety and health. Several workshops were held, including one organized by the INRS in partnership with EU-OSHA on practical online tools for small enterprises, in particular the OiRA tool for risk assessment.


	(2) Name of the event:
	Achieving Healthy Workplaces in SMEs

	Type of event (please check):
	Conference
	Seminar
	Workshop
	Course
	Other

	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Date:


	Wednesday 21st September 2016

	Venue:


	National Institute of Health  and Family Welfare (NIHFW), Munirka, New Delhi, INDIA

	Organizers:


	Department of Community Medicine in Vardhaman Mahavir Medical College & Safdarjung Hospital, OHS-MCS New Delhi and the NIHFW

	Co-organizers and Collaborators: Please identify and describe roles.

	SCOHSSEIS initiated and co-sponsored the workshop and its secretary facilitated the event. SCOHSSEIS Exec Co members Dr Somnath Gangopadhyay (Professor of Ergonomics, Calcutta University) and Dr Ashish Mittal (Medical Doctor, OHS-MCS) collaborated in the presentations and teaching together with ICOH members Dr Tor Danielsson (Occupational Physician - Norway), Robin Nicholas (communications specialist - USA) and Inakshi Naik (retired) (former Head of Training, NIOH, South Africa).
Indian network for OH, an NGO working with victims of silicosis and asbestosis also collaborated in developing and presenting the workshop through Mr Mohit Gupta and Mr Sanjeev Panditha.



	Number of 

participants:
	Approx. 25 – community medicine and public health practitioners, SME operators, policy makers and NGO workers.


	Publication or provision of CD/DVD proceedings:
	Presentations are available for participants on iCloud site.



	Book of abstracts:


	Included in ICOEH 2016 Conference proceedings.

	Book of selected proceedings:
	-

	Special issue of peer

 reviewed journals:
	-

	Assessment of success:


	The Workshop provided participatory action-oriented tools to identify and control workplace hazards in SMEs which were explained and demonstrated with opportunity for practical exercises.

· Five recommendations were made after round-table-discussion at end of workshop and submitted to ICOEH 2016 Conference for further action.



	(3) Name of the event:
	Building capability to deliver basic occupational health to informal sector workers


	Type of event (please check):
	Conference
	Seminar
	Workshop
	Course
	Other

	
	
	
	X
	
	

	Date:
	Thursday 22nd September 2016

	Venue:


	National Institute of Health  and Family Welfare (NIHFW), Munirka, New Delhi, INDIA

	Organizers:


	Department of Community Medicine in Vardhaman Mahavir Medical College & Safdarjung Hospital, OHS-MCS New Delhi and the NIHFW

	Co-organizers and Collaborators: Please identify and describe roles.


	SCOHSSEIS initiated and co-sponsored the workshop and its secretary facilitated the event. SCOHSSEIS Exec Co members Dr Somnath Gangopadhyay (Professor of Ergonomics, Calcutta University) and Dr Ashish Mittal (Medical Doctor, OHS-MCS) collaborated in the presentations and teaching together with ICOH members Dr Tor Danielsson (Occupational Physician - Norway), Robin Nicholas (communications specialist - USA) and Inakshi Naik (retired) (occupational hygienist and former Head of Training, NIOH, South Africa).

Dr Tanu Anand Grover, Asst Professor of Community Medicine and medical practitioner also collaborated in presenting the situation specific to informal sector workers in India. The Indian Network for OH collaborated with a presentation through Mr Mohit Gupta of Environics Trust, an NGO.



	Number of 

participants:
	Approx. 25 – community medicine and public health practitioners, medical students and workers from NGOs dealing in public health.



	Publication or provision of CD/DVD proceedings:
	Presentations are available for participants on iCloud site.



	Book of abstracts:


	Included in ICOEH 2016 Conference proceedings.

	Book of selected proceedings:
	-

	Special issue of peer

 reviewed journals:
	-

	Assessment of success:


	· Approaches to integrate basic occupational health services (BOHS) for workers in the informal sector with public health programs was explored. 
· Practical knowledge for health professionals to improve taking occupational history of workers and early diagnosis of occupational disease were presented. 




	(4) Name of the event:
	3rd International Conference on Occupational and Environmental Health (ICOEH)

	Type of event (please check):
	Conference
	Seminar
	Workshop
	Course
	Other

	
	X
	
	
	
	

	Date:


	Friday 23rd – Sunday 25th September 2016

	Venue:


	National Institute of Health  and Family Welfare (NIHFW), Munirka, New Delhi, INDIA

	Organizers:


	Department of Community Medicine in Vardhaman Mahavir Medical College & Safdarjung Hospital, OHS-MCS New Delhi and the NIHFW

	Co-organizers and Collaborators: Please identify and describe roles.


	Co-sponsored by ICOH Scientific Committee on OH in Small scale enterprises and the Informal Sector (SCOHSSEIS). 
Oral paper on Improving Working & Living Environments of Informal Sector by Mahinda Seneviratne, Secretary SCOHSSEIS. 

	Number of 

participants:
	>200 

	Publication or provision of CD/DVD proceedings:
	Conference proceedings provided in flash drive.

	Book of abstracts:


	Published and provided to all participants.

	Book of selected proceedings:
	-

	Special issue of peer

 reviewed journals:
	Selected papers to be published by ICOEH 2016 organisers

	Assessment of success:


	· Student presentations moderated by ICOH members included a number of research studies on SME and informal workers in India and other countries. A report on studies of e-waste processing in New Delhi was identified for development as a guidance paper by SCOHSSEIS.

· Five recommendations including a call to modernise OHS legislation in India with an effective inspectorate and to give greater attention to ensure incident reporting, early diagnosis and treatment were submitted at the closing plenary of the Conference for further action.

· Following the event, a chat group was established on the social medium WhatsApp by participant Indian ICOH member to facilitate problem solving and better networking by local occupational health professionals.

· The event also catalysed a number of capability building events for OH professionals by the Indian Occupational Health Association (IOHA). 


PART II Midterm Report:   SC Products and Collaborations June 2015-November 2016




 Publications, Guidelines*,  Position Papers*, etc  








Publications, Proceedings, Guidelines*, Position Papers*, etc.  Provide title, authors, full citation.  SCs are encouraged to produce ICOH Guidelines* and Position Papers*.   *Guidelines and Position Papers must be approved by the ICOH SC Vice Presidents, Secretary General and President.
NIL.
Cooperation with other Scientific Committees: (If cooperation in a Conference not listed above, provide title, dates, location and name and role of each SC.  Provide relevant details of other collaborations with SCs.)
SCOHSSEIS presented Mini-Workshop on occupational health in the Informal Sector. This activity was conducted as part of the main program of the 1st International Conference on Public Health – Tropical and Coastal Development held at Semarang, Java, Indonesia from 15-17 October 2016.

· The session involved moderating research presentations by seven public health professionals and postgraduate students from Indonesia. Papers presented included: hazards and accidents in fishing industry, musculo-skeletal injuries in gem polishing and assessment of PPE use by construction workers. 

SCOHSSEIS participation at ICOPH-TCD was facilitated through the invitation of ICOH Scientific Committee on Rural Health member Dr Hanifa Denny, Dean of the Faculty of Public Health, Diponegoro University, Semarang, Indonesia who was the chief organiser of the conference.
Participation and support to WHO – ILO meetings and or publications: (If cooperation in a Conference not listed above, provide title, dates, location and role of each.  Provide relevant details of other collaborations with WHO and/or ILO.)
NIL.
Cooperation with non-ICOH organizations: (If cooperation in a Conference not listed above, provide title, dates, location and name and role of each participating organization.  Provide relevant details of collaborations other than conferences.)
(1) Secretary SCOHSSEIS attended the 6th Meeting of the Asian Occupational Safety and Health Research Institutes (AOSHRI) in Colombo, Sri Lanka on 10-11 October 2016 at the invitation of Dr Champika Amarasinghe, Director-General Sri Lanka NIOSH. Representatives from OSHRI in Japan, Taiwan, South Korea, Vietnam and Singapore participated, including SCOHSSEIS member Dr Toru Yoshikawa Senior Researcher from JNIOSH, Kawasaki, Japan.  
· Five “burning issues” for the Asian region that were identified included micro-SME and Informal Sector workers. A program on micro-SME and informal sector in north & eastern Sri Lanka to address work-related hazards and to train & inform workers was one of the research projects proposed in the AOSHRI action plan. SCOHSSEIS was invited to collaborate with AOSHRI and SLNIOSH on this program.
(2) A presentation titled “Challenges in providing occupational hygiene services to informal sector workers” was presented by SCOHSSEIS secretary at a session titled Global IH challenges at the Malaysian Industrial Hygiene Association (MIHA) Conference & Expo at Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia (20th October 2016).  
· Discussions were held with Prof Park Doo Yong, President-elect International Occupational Hygiene Association (IOHA) and Chair, Asian Network for Occupational Hygiene (ANOH) on how ICOH / SCOHSSEIS and its other SCs can collaborate with IOHA and ANOH to improve delivery of basic occupational hygiene services to SME and informal sectors.
Any other points of relevance:

Student and post-graduate presentations at the above events are a significant area that is very worthy of closer attention and support by ICOH and SCOHSSEIS. These activities enable the SC to 
(a) identify and disseminate research and studies of informal sector work where very little or no OHS research is available or published (eg. Coastal fishing, e-waste processing) and 
(b) develop the next generation of OH practitioners and researchers, especially from remote and under-resourced institutions in developing countries.
 

PART III Midterm Report: SC PLANS for second half of Triennium: December 2016-May 2018

Planned business meetings, conferences, seminars:  (provide title, location, date if possible)

1) SC Business Meeting at ICOH 2018 (Dublin, IRELAND, 29 April – 3 May 2018)

2) Seminar + Workshop on Informal Sector in Africa (Date / Location TBC, 2017)

3) Workshop / Seminar on OHS in SME at USE 2017 (Denver, Colorado, 25-27 October 2017)

· The Center for Health, Work & Environment at the Colorado School of Public Health, in collaboration with the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH), will be hosting the fourth international Understanding Small Enterprise (USE) Conference. SCOHSSEIS member Dr Lee Newman Professor, Colorado School of Public Health | Director, Center for Health, Work & Environment, University of Colorado is main organiser of the event.
4) Workshop / Seminar on Informal Sector in Latin America / Carribean (Location TBC / preferably in October 2017 around USE 2017)

Planned collaborative Activities with other ICOH Scientific Committees: (Provide Conference title, dates, location and name and role of each SC.  Provide relevant details of other collaborations with SCs.)
1. Collaboration with MiningOSH and other SCs at Conference on OHS in Formal and Informal Mining to be held in Odense, Denmark (22-25 August, 2017).
· SCOHSSEIS expects to provide a speaker with experience on OHS issues in artisanal mining.

Planned collaborative Activities with other (Non-ICOH) Organizations:  (Provide Conference title, dates, location and name and role of the SC and each participating organization.  Provide relevant details of collaborations other than conferences.)
Communication is ongoing with International Association of Labour Inspectorates (IALI) and suitable activities to promote its international Code of Ethics for labour inspectorates.
Planned Publications, Position papers, etc.:  (Provide title, authors, timeframe, publication, if known)
Guidelines on protecting informal workers in E-waste processing – to be based on forthcoming research report by Prof Jugal Kishore and Dr Sneha (Community Medicine Department, Vardhaman Mahavir Medical College, New Delhi).
Planned Scientific Contributions to ICOH 2018:  (Be specific: List title of special scientific sessions, speakers, abstract reviewers, business meeting, etc.)
Two Abstract Sessions
1. SME (title to be confirmed)
Abstract reviewers: Prof Somnath Gangopadhyay and Prof Lee Newman (Joint Organisers), Dr Paula Naumanen. 
2. Informal Sector (title TBC)
Abstract reviewers: Mahinda Seneviratne and Dr Sougata Karmakar (Joint Organisers), Dr Paula Naumanen, Mr Oluranti Samuel.
3. Business Meeting
Any other points of relevance:
 

PART IV – Assessment of Success of SC and Impact on Global Occupational Health


         We want to understand and share widely the value and impact of the work of the Scientific Committees on improving global occupational health.  Please look back into the past and provide an assessment.

SCOHSSEIS nominated speaker Dr Barry Kitsnasamy (South Africa) drew greater attention to informal sector issues in a keynote at ICOH 2015 in Seoul and the sector was further consolidated as one of current priority areas for attention in global occupational health by ICOH.

Recent capability building efforts SCOHSSEIS are disseminating action-oriented tools for use in informal sectors in a number of countries and also strengthening the skills of those researching, teaching and working in these sectors.
SCOHSSEIS is aiming to achieve an equitable distribution of its activities geographically by harnessing its members’ skills and collaborating with other ICOH and its SC members, where possible. 

________________________________________________________________________________

Midterm Report:  Please assess the success of the SC and its influence in improving global occupational health as a result of the work prior to the current Triennium.   Give examples where possible.

SCOHSSEIS has regularly presented Abstract and Special Sessions at ICOH Conferences on OH in SME over a number of years since the late 1990s. Major seminars/conferences were organised in Japan (2002) and in Accra, Ghana (2011). Annual USE Conferences have been co-sponsored regularly with member participation. SC members have promoted participatory action-oriented tools (by ILO and other validated sources) for use in SMEs by various organisations in different countries.

SCOHSSEIS has in the past few years drawn greater attention to the informal sector where a large percentage of the workforces in many countries participate for a living. For example, informal workers comprise 93% in India, 65% in Indonesia and over 50% in many other countries in Asia, Africa and the Americas. Their marginalisation in OH frameworks and their urgent need for basic occupational health services was highlighted to other occupational health professions (eg. IOHA) and relevant agencies.

 

PART V – Evaluation of this Midterm Report form.

________________________________________________________________________________

_________ This form is acceptable

_________This form should be changed.  Please recommend changes.

 

PART VI – List of Members of Scientific Committee or attach list 
(provide full name and email address)

See Attached List
**********

Thank you for completing this form.
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